IMPORTANT INFORMATION
TO ALL WAKO AFFILIATED NATIONS AND THEIR ATHLETES PARTICIPATING IN WAKO CHAMPIONSHIPS
 
 
Starting from this year’s championships, WAKO will  ensure better information to  our members and also point put that  our  priorities are : quality, security and conformity. We ask all federations and organizations to read this document and forward it to their organization leaders in particular to their  national coaches.  Primarily because the issues are extremely important for team leaders, delegates, athletes, judges/referees and the organizing committee. 
Below some clarifying   notes,  since those issues  arise frequently  and since we have many new affiliated members:
 
Sport rules
After a long process in  the last year involving many people within WAKO, we have now upgraded our sport rules, both general rules and rules in each disciplines. Please download them from www.wakoweb.com and read them carefully. As you can see we have now restructured all sections.
 
We will print a new Rulebook soon  that we will distribute, but it will not be done before we have made the upgrading of our anti-doping rules in compliance with WADA.
 
Number of competitors in a Championship
For seniors WAKO will only allow only 1 competitor in each weight category.
For junior and cadets WAKO will allows 2 competitors in each weight category.
An athlete in Musical Form can not participate in more than 2 categories.
An athlete in Ring Sport can only compete in 1 fighting discipline (both Ring and Tatami). 
An athlete in Tatami Sport can compete in all Tatami Sport categories.
 
Sports pass and Medical Certificate
All athletes in the championships must during the registration bring Sports pass and must attach a medical certificate not older than 1 year. Even though we will have medical check at the registration, the athlete will not be able to ask for a full medical check at the event. This health and safety rule will be strictly followed from this year on, so please make sure that no athletes will attend either the world or European championship without this document, as they will be refused entry at Junior or Senior World/European Championships without exception.
Look at Medical Guidelines at wakoweb under the Rules Section.
 
Weigh-in procedures
Besides the weigh-in at registration we will have weigh-ins for Ring Sports only on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays for all fighters fighting that day each morning.
The only identification allowed on the weigh-in is national passport, not Sports pass. 
Please make sure that your athletes use rational weight-loss methods at all times and are aware of the risks involved in significant weight loss.
 
Clothing and uniforms
Please follow all uniform rules. We will not allow T-shirt in Ring Sports for women. Everybody must use a suitable top as specified in the new rules.
 
Judges and referees
Judges and referees that will participate in WAKO championships must have been a part of referee seminars, planned to be held and during World Cups in Hungary and Italy. 
 
Judges and referees participated in the 2007 Championships and those active during World Cups 2008 and that was evaluated by the referee commission will get their invitations sent to the national federations. 
 
Anti-Doping
WAKO and the championship promoters will cooperate with national anti-doping agency and will aim for tests in front of and during our championships. WAKO work for a doping-free sport. 
 
Link to our anti-doping rules http://www.wakoweb.com/en/InfoPage.aspx?Ctn=82046
Link to WADA prohibited list http://www.wada-ama.org/en/prohibitedlist.ch2
 
By your athletes participation in our sport they are bound by our rules, it must be pointed out that it is the national federations responsibility to educate its coaches and athletes in this area.
 
We refer to official documents we can require
New WAKO Sport Rules 
WAKO Medical and Health Security Guidelines
WAKO Weight reduction and nutrition method study 
WADA approved WAKO Anti-Doping Rules
 
Contact-persons for your service:
General information:            Espen Lund at espen.lund@adecco.no 
Ennio Falsoni  at falsoni@wakoweb.com
Anti-Doping Questions:     Roy Baker at roy.baker@airtricity.com
Medical Questions:             Rene Guschlbauer at reinhard.guschlbauer@stmk.gv.at
 
We see you all in WAKO Championships 2008
 
	24-27 September
	World Championships for Juniors/Cadets – All disciplines
	Naples, Italy
	www.wakoweb.com
 

	20-26 October
	European Championships for Seniors – Semi, Full, Musical, Aero
	Varna, Bulgaria
	www.wakoweb.com
 

	24-30 November
	European Championships for Seniors – Low, K1 Rules, Light
	Porto, Portugal
	www.wakoweb.com
 


 
 
Kind regards
World Association of Kickboxing Organizations
 
Espen Lund
 
 
[image: image1]
 
 
