WAKO EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS - VARNA 2008
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Varna is the largest city and major seaside resort on the Bulgarian Black Sea, second-largest in Bulgaria after the capital city Sofia, with a population of 502,031. 
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Commonly referred to as the marine capital or summer capital of Bulgaria, Varna is a major tourist destination, university centre, seaport, headquarters of the Bulgarian Navy and merchant marine, as well as the centre of Varna Province and Bulgaria's North-Eastern planning region.
Varna occupies an area of 205 km² on verdant terraces descending from the calcareous Frangen Plateau along the horseshoe-shaped Varna Bay of the Black Sea, the elongated  Lake varna, and two waterways bridged by the Asparuhov bridge. 
The urban area has in excess of 20 km of sand beaches and abounds in thermal mineral water sources. It enjoys a mild continental climate influenced by the sea with long, mild, akin to Mediterranean, autumns, and sunny yet considerably cooler than Mediterranean summers moderated by a breeze. [image: image3.jpg]



The city lies 470 km north-east of Sofia. Varna is accessible by air, sea, railroad, and automobile. Major roads include European routes E70 to Bucharest and E87 to Istanbul and Constanca, Romania, national motorways  -  Hemus motorway to Sofia and Cherno More motorway to Burgas. There are bus lines to many Bulgarian and international cities from two bus.
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Notable old Bulgarian Orthodox temples include the metropolitan Dormition of the Theotokos Cathedral (of the diocese of Varna and Veliki Preslav); the early 17th-century Theotokos Panagia (built on the site of an earlier church where Ladislaus III was perhaps buried); the St. Athanasius (former Greek metropolitan cathedral) on the footprint of a razed 10th-century church; the 15th-century St. Petka Parashkeva chapel; the seamen's church of Saint Nicholas; the Archangel Michael chapel, site of the first Bulgarian secular school from the National Revival era; and the Sts. Constantine and Helena church of the 16th-century suburban monastery of the same name.
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The Sea Garden is the oldest and perhaps largest park in town containing an open-air theatre (venue of the International Ballet Competition, opera performances and concerts), an aquarium, a dolphinarium, the Nicolaus Copernicus Observatory and Planetarium, the Museum of Natural History, a terrarium, a zoo, an alpineum, a children's amusement park, and other attractions. The Garden is a national monument of landscape architecture.

Climate
Temperate continental with clearly marked four seasons. A Mediterranean influence is felt in the country's southern regions. The average annual temperature is 10.5°C. The average October  temperature is around 15°C-20°C.  

How to Reach Varna
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By plane
The national carrier Balkan Bulgarian Airlines, private Bulgarian airline companies, as well as many foreign airlines link the country to Europe, Africa, the Middle East and North America.
1. Sofia airport www.sofia-airport.bg
2. Varna airport www.varna-airport.bg
3. Bourgas airport www.bourgas-airport.com
4. Plovdiv airport www.plovdivairport.com
By car
The country can be entered through any one of the many border checkpoints. Foreign driving licenses are valid on Bulgarian territory. Insurance is compulsory - it can either be taken out beforehand or on the Bulgarian border. The speed limit in the country is as follows: 50 km/h in populated areas, 90 km/h outside populated areas, 120 km/h on motorways. .

By train and by bus
The main European railway routes pass through Bulgaria. International trains link Sofia with many European capital cities and the domestic rail network ensures access to all large settlements.
Central railway station in Sofia www.bdz.creato.biz/bg/
Central bus station in Varna http://www.autogaravn.com/

Central bus station in Sofia www.centralnaavtogara.bg
St. Konstantin and Elena 
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The oldest resort along the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast lies 8 km to the south of the Golden sands and 8 km northeast of Varna city. Its construction began in the year 1908. It is located on the territory of a large park with coniferous and deciduous trees-cypresses, fir-trees, cedars, etc. A great number of mineral springs is used for outdoor pools with hot water such as balneological complexes, offering medical treatment and untroubled rest. Numerous hotels, summer houses, bungalows and restaurants offer excellent conditions and food. Sport fans can enjoy tennis, mini golf, volleyball, surf, water skiing. The beach has magnificent fine golden sands. Small inlets are carved into the shore.
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Grand Hotel Varna Resort & Spa is situated 20 km from the international Varna airport and 8 km from the city. The complex is part of the St. Constantine and Helena Resort 
The beautiful resort of Grand Hotel Varna is situated in the heart of a natural park with gorgeous flora.  It is the perfect place for those who would like to combine the peaceful recreation at the beach and at the swimming pools.
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Accommodation is offered in five modern and luxurious hotels with a total of 1053 rooms.  All rooms are equipped with air-conditioning, telephone, Internet dial-up connection and satellite television.  Each room has a bathroom with a shower and/or bath-tube.  The rooms offer magnificent views of the sea, the swimming pools and the resort park.
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Grand Hotel Varna is the most luxurious and stylish hotel on the Bulgarian seaside. It is situated 200 meters from the beach and offers 296 spacious rooms and 35 suites. All rooms are luxuriously furnished and equipped with satellite television, telephone, dial-up Internet access, air-conditioning, and mini-bar. The bathrooms are equipped with bath-tubes and hair-driers.  The balcony of each room offers magnificent view to the clear blue sea or the green beauty of the park.  
  

	ACCOMODATION
Prices and intended per person, per night, including  bed, breakfast and dinner

	Category
	in double room
	in single room
	in double room

+ 1 extra bed

	5 stars 
	55.00 EUR. 
	75.00 EUR.
	-

	4 stars
	45.00 EUR.
	65.00 EUR.
	35.00 EUR.


 

Hotel reservation includes also free transport from airport to hotel and from hotel to the sport hall and back, free access to sport hall and to sayonara party.
Notes : Citizens from some countries need visas to enter Bulgaria. To apply for the visa Documents from us, please send your names, passport numbers, date of issue and date of expire, date of birth. A copy of your passport showing these details can be sent to us.   
If you should have any problems or doubts, please contact Mr. Boyan Kolev and Mrs. Maria Bombova at + 359 52 644 308 – tel.and fax, bulkick@abv.bg  or by mobile at +359 888212204, +359 89678973
Programme:
	Date
	Time
	Activity

	20 October

Monday
	09.00 – 20.00
15.00 – 19.00
	Arrival of delegations
Weigh in and Medical Control
International referee seminar

	21 October

Tuesday 

	10.00 – 12.00

15.00 – 19.00

14.00 – 15.00
17.00
20.00
	Weigh in 

International referee seminar 
Drawing

Coach meeting
Banquet for all presidents

	22 October

Wednesday
	10.00 – 19.00

17.00 – 18.00
	Qualifications 
Opening Ceremony

	23 October

Thursday
	07.30 – 08.30

10.00 – 19.00
	Weigh in 

Qualifications continue

	24 October

Friday 
	07.30 – 08.30
10.00
	Weigh in 
First part of finals

	25 October

Saturday

	07.30 – 08.30
10.00
20.00
	Weigh in 

Second and last part of finals

Sayonara party

	26 October

Sunday
	
	Everybody is free to leave


